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T H E  N E W  T R U S T
In the last newsletter we discussed 

the necessity to create a new trust 
and to transfer the ownership of the 
Robinsons Bay property from the 
old, the Pavitt Family Trust, to the 
new, the Pavitt Family Trust). We are 
pleased to report that this process is 
now almost complete.

The new trust, the Pavitt Family 
Trust, has been established, trustees 
appointed and a meeting of trustees 
held at the cottage on Sunday 3 
December 2017. The new trustees 
are:

Nancy Tichborne (Chair), Bryan 
Tichborne (Secretary), Dick 
Fernyhough (Treasurer) and Andrew 
Bax, Carolyn Browne, Jacqui George, 
Bryan Green, Steve Parker and 
Dougal Pavitt. 
Our nine trustees include: two 
lawyers, a banker, an accountant, a 
nutritionist, an artist, an IT man/
civil engineer, an insurance advisor 
plus a former soldier/publisher. 579 
years of experience in all!

Tasks that remain include transferring 
property ownership to the new trust 
and some administrative matters.

The 3 December meeting of trustees 
was very successful and provided an 
opportunity to welcome the new 
trustees, namely Carolyn Browne, 
Bryan Green, Jacqui George and 
Dougal Pavitt. 

Having dealt with governance 
matters and other formalities, 
the meeting focused its attention 
on sustainability, (i.e. ensuring 
a sufficient income stream to 
maintain the cottage) and immediate 
maintenance issues.

Looking to the future, there are only 
two ways the Trust can survive and 
that is for family members and their 
friends to use the cottage and for 
the Trust to receive donations from 
family members and supporters.

The new Trust will continue the 
previous policy of limiting the use 

of the cottage to family members 
i.e. the extended Pavitt family. The 
cottage is not available to the public 
but family friends and acquaintances 
are able to use it, subject to the family 
member introducing the friend or 
acquaintance, taking responsibility 
for that person or persons. 

While the cottage is occasionally used 
during the winter, the main season is 
from Labour weekend to Easter. The 
cost for staying at the cottage is very 
reasonable and significantly less than 
that charged by motels and holiday 
cottages. The more often it is used 
the greater the income generated. 
We need the income to pay the rates 
and other overheads, and to keep the 
cottage in good order.  

Remember, quite apart from the 
historical importance of Akaroa to 
the Pavitt family, it is a wonderful 
place to visit. There is so much to 
do and see – boating, fishing, golfing, 
walking, gardens café and bars, a 
museum etc

Bryan Tichborne
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Back row L to R: Bryan Tichborne, Nancy Tichborne, Dick Fernyhough.  
Front row: Carolyn Browne, Dougal Pavitt, Jacqui George, Bryan 
Green. Absent: Steve Parker and Andrew Bax.



W H A T ’ S  O N  I N  A K A R O A  I N  2 0 1 8
Remember, quite apart from the historical importance 
of Akaroa to the Pavitt family, it is a wonderful place 
to visit. Nancy and I walked down our street to Daly’s 
Wharf a couple of weeks ago—a balmy evening with lots 
of happy people enjoying the restaurants and bars. We 
both felt we were on holiday—in our own backyard!

There’s so much to do and see—boating, swimming, 
paddle-boarding (night & day), fishing, golf (maxi & 
mini),  lawn bowling, tennis, croquet, boules, walking, 
gardens to visit, farmers’ market—the list is endless.

There are many events/activities throughout the year 
including the French Fest, French landing re-enactment, 
Le Race, cooking school, trips with Rural Delivery, 
annual Music School, House & Gardens festival, Hinewai 
Reserve, Okains Bay Museum, Peninsula Walking 
Festival, plus dolphin watching/swimming with. A 
wide range of restaurants/cafes,  the boutique Cinecafe, 
Orion Powerhouse Gallery exhibitions and forums, 
Lighthouse tours, Garden of Tane, Onuku Marae and 
church, ANZAC Day and much more. You could even 
visit Nancy Tichborne’s new studio!

As things change regularly you’d be better to consult the 
Akaroa website:  akaroa.com/local-events

F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  P a v i t t  C o t t a g e
It is more important than ever that you renew your 
Friends of the Pavitt Cottage memberships please…  If 
you are able to include a donation —that would be very 
acceptable too! Our Friends income last year was a bit 
disappointing. We’ll endeavour to remind you annually! 
You can check on your current membership/donation 
status:  

www.pavitt.co.nz/Friends15

Note: some of you have already paid/donated for the 
2017/2018 year.

Direct Credit payments to:  
BNZ Akaroa  
A/c No. 02 0832 0002076 83  
Reference: PFT17/18

If paying this way would you kindly let Bryan know: 
tichborne@watercolours.co.nz  
when you’ve transferred the funds and how much. It 
being a trust account, we don’t have online access and 
have to wait for sporadic hard copy statements.

If mailing—send these to: 

Bryan Tichborne
16 Rue Balguerie
AKAROA 7520 

Cheques payable:  Pavitt Family Trust

H E R E ’ S  A N  I D E A  F O R  Y O U
Purchase a gift voucher for someone in the family or a 
good friend…  Encourage the younger generation to stay! 
Contact Bryan Tichborne re these.

Only $20 a year!



DATE OF EARTHQUAKE STRENGTH  IN AKAROA EXPERIENCED ELSEWHERE? DIRECTION
2 February 1877 slight
11 August 1877 slight
8 August 1878 sharp Wellington, Greymouth N to S
13 September 1878 smart
25 October 1878 smart Wellington, Nelson, Westport, Greymouth
17 November 1879 severe Christchurch & Southbridge NE to SW
5 or 6 March 1880 slight
26 June 1881 sharp Wellington (severe) E to W
10 July 1881 slight NE to W
11 July 1881 slight
10 October 1881 sharp
5 December 1881 rather severe, with aftershocks felt generally, esp. Christchurch, Westport, Hokitika W to E,  NE to SW
12 December 1881 ‘rattled windows’
1 February 1882 universally felt NW to SE
22 March 1882 sharp NW to SE
29 April 1883 slight Lyttelton (landslide)
11 April 1884 sharp Southern Nth Is, upper South Is, worst at Nelson
8 October 1884 rather sharp Christchurch, Kaikoura rotary motion
26 July 1885 very sharp Banks Peninsula
8 August 1886 smart Lyttelton W to E
15 March 1887 short, sharp Little River

The 21st century has brought powerful earthquakes to 
New Zealand, with the Christchurch earthquake of 

February 22nd, 2011 causing tragic loss of life in the city and 
destruction of many buildings from Lyttelton to Rangiora, 
and inland to the foothills. Today, New Zealanders are 
taught to expect earthquakes and to take cover. But what 
were the experiences of our ancestors, the first generation 
to settle within valleys like Robinson’s Bay and Akaroa 
township? To answer that question we need the assistance 
of a news gatherer, located within the harbour area but 
also in touch with reporters based elsewhere. There are 

none better than the successive editors of The Akaroa Mail. 
Publication began in 1876, and the paper is available in 
digitised form on Papers Past from January 1877 to 1939. I 
chose the first decade of editions of this fine newspaper to 
see how earthquakes and even tidal waves impacted on the 
residents around Akaroa Harbour.

Starting with earthquakes, I found that the fore-runner to 
the Richter scale was a set of common adjectives, nearly 
all beginning with ‘s’. Some twenty-one earthquakes were 
recorded in Akaroa from 1877–1888.

EARTHQUAKES & TIDAL WAVES  
in Akaroa Harbour, 1877–1888

Stephen Watkins’ 1872 watercolour depicting the 
north end of the township with St Peter’s Church in 
Rue Balguerie and the large de Malmanche house in 
front of it – see picture VIII in Peter Tremewan’s French 
Akaroa. Canterbury University Press 2010. Original 
in National Library of Australia.

by Helen Leach



DATE OF TIDAL WAVES OBSERVED LOCAL EFFECTS IN AKAROA POSSIBLE ORIGIN
11 May 1877 all coasts of New Zealand flooding of some houses earthquake at Iquique, Chile
28–29 June 1881 Banks Peninsula damage to jetties & craft Wellington earthquake, 26 June?
29–30 August 1883 all coasts of New Zealand major changes in sea levels Krakatoa eruption
6 July 1884 Banks Peninsula prolonged unusual high water level ?

Although they had no way of measuring the intensity of each 
earthquake, editors and scientists compared the time it began 
in other parts of New Zealand and from this tried to estimate 
the point of origin. Some familiar names, such as Kaikoura 
and Wellington confirm that some of the faults active in 
the 21st century were also prone to rupture in the 19th 
century. Other indications of strength were the stopping of 
clocks (by disrupting the pendulum), the throwing down of 
pictures, detachment of mortar from chimneys, and damage 
to glassware, especially in hotels. During the earthquake of 
5 December 1881, the spire of Christchurch Cathedral lost 
a piece of the stone cap, and had to be rebuilt. Perhaps the 
most unexpected report related to Little River, where the 
earthquake “had the effect of rousing the pheasants, who 
could be heard calling all over the hills and valleys” (Akaroa 
Mail, 15 April 1884, p.2).

Tidal waves were rarer than earthquakes, although most 
seem to have been triggered by earthquakes. Three or four 
occurred during this decade. 

The details of the tidal wave of 11 May 1877 were shared 
by telegraph between New Zealand newspapers. This news 
was then published in their next issue. However it seems 
that Akaroa’s report that there was no damage went out 
during the morning before the water rose to destructive 
levels. 

The tsunami started about 7am when the water in Akaroa 
Harbour suddenly receded before returning to high-water 
mark within 10 minutes. Then it ebbed and flowed some 

3 to 5 feet every 15–20 minutes until about 2pm. Then 
it suddenly increased and inundated the lower part of 
Akaroa township, in the vicinity of the harbour end of 
Rue Balguerie. Being residents of a port, many local people 
realised that with high tide due at 2.30pm, they should 
start moving possessions during the morning, as the water 
level reached the lowest houses. After 2pm the force of 
the current increased significantly. The residence of the 
de Malmanche family had a door ripped off its hinges and 
school books, music, linen, crockery and provisions swept 
away. According to the Akaroa Mail (15 May 1877, p.2), 
“Mr Berland gallantly rescued Madamoiselle de Malmanche 
from her perilous perch, by transporting her on his back 
to a place of security”. Next door, Mr Aylmer and family 
were forced to leave and the flood left thick deposits of 
sediment behind. Another seven residences were affected. 
Elsewhere seven chains of the jetty were lost at Barry’s Bay, 
and another jetty was carried away at Pigeon Bay.

The frequency of these violent events was much greater 
than in the homelands of the settlers of Akaroa and the 
surrounding Bays. However there were several factors that 
helped them cope:  travel by boat was much more familiar 
to them than to us in the 21st century and they could read 
the sea conditions; their homes were built predominantly 
of wood so that damage was usually limited to chimneys 
and glassware. Houses like the Pavitt Cottage would 
endure many more earthquakes over the next 130 years — 
but fortunately no tsunamis.

This postcard was found in the cottage some years ago - most likely one of the many items sourced by John Fernyhough and placed 
throughout the cottage. The image has been dated as being circa 1907/1908. It is fascinating to see how different the scene is to 
today. (Dating kindly provided by Jan Shuttleworth).



Please renew/sign us up as a member of the Friends of Pavitt Cottage. I/we enclose a cheque for $20.00 payable to “Pavitt Family Trust” 
to cover membership for the current calendar year.  Any donations along with the membership fee would be gratefully received. 
Current membership can be viewed on the Pavitt website: www.pavitt.co.nz

Friends of the Pavitt Cottage membership form

Post to: Bryan Tichborne, Secretary,  Pavitt Family Trust, 16 Rue Balguerie, Akaroa 7520, New Zealand

Date: ________________  Name_____________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________  Phone ________________________________________ 

Please supply your email address if you have one:____________________________________________________________

The new trustees have been discussing  how to improve 
our financial situation… We tried to remember when 
we last set the rates for accommodation. It appears they 
haven’t changed for well over ten years!     
At the moment we are not achieving an occupancy rate 
sufficient to meet current and long term costs. We  think 
it is high time we increased prices a bit. 
Currently rates are: 
1 night only:  $60 + $10 per night per person.
2 or more nights: $50 per night + $10 pp per night.  
Non family rate: $80 per night plus $10 pp per night. 
(Close friends/relations of Pavitt descendants may book 
the cottage but they must be ‘vouched for’ by a Pavitt 
descendant.)
A recent survey of Akaroa motels—two people for one 
night rates are between $150 and $127 currently. These 
are off the net so the lower end of rack prices.
B&B’s (not good for comparison) are $350–$170.
Air B&B’s from $350–$105 (but the $105 is very small!)

ACCOMMODATION RATES 2018

The new rates—effective 1st September 2018...
FAMILY RATES 
1 night: $90 per night + $10 pp per night.
2 or more nights:  $70 per night + $10 pp per night.
Having a $20 difference will hopefully persuade people 
to stay two nights or more. Currently one night stays are 
not at all ‘financially beneficial’ to us—with the cost of 
cleaning, laundry etc !
NON FAMILY 
1 night:  $110 per night + $10 pp per night. 
2 or more nights: $100 pp + $10 pp per night.
The $10 pp per night extra is designed to pay (mostly) for 
the laundering and cleaning.
Most people stay at the cottage because of its uniqueness, 
family connections etc and not because of price! It will 
still be attractive cost-wise anyway.
The majority of our stayees are ‘family’. Friends are a 
small but welcome market—they often comment on 
appreciating the ‘privilege’ of staying in the cottage. The 
increased price shouldn’t put them off.




